
     For the past several months, I have been beta testing the tinySA, that is, the tiny Spectrum Analyzer.
If you’re familiar with the NanoVNA, the tinySA is exactly the same size, approximately 3.5 inches by 
2.2 inches, with a screensize of 2.8 inches.  The tinySA has two bands, one from basically DC to 350 
MHz.  The second band covers from 240 MHz to 960 MHz.  The second band is basically extra 
functionality thrown in for free, and doesn’t have the same performance as the lower band.

     The tinySA has pretty much all the features you would expect from a spectrum analyzer: variable 
center frequency and span, variable resolution bandwidth, a low noise amplifier and input attenuators.  
There are also many features I didn’t expect on this device, like a signal generator output, calibration 
outputs, intermod measurements, phase noise measurements, harmonic measurements, and more.  I was
surprised to find the tinySA will do a waterfall display, which many of us have gotten used to on our 
ham transceivers.  The tinySA can be interfaced with a computer for additional features, saving 
screenshots, and so one.

     So, what are the downsides of the tinySA?  Well, that 2.8 inch display is pretty small, and I 
definitely need to wear my glasses to read everything on the screen.  And the internal noise and spurs of
the device limit the usefulness of the tinySA for narrow sweeps.  You won’t be sweeping crystal filters 
with your tinySA, or looking at the intermod characteristics of your SSB transmitter.  But if you wanted
to look for harmonics of your transmitter, it will do that well.  And for locating QRM/noise sources, the
portability of the tinySA makes it perfect.

     You’re probably wondering, what’s this going to cost me?  At 50 bucks, it’s a steal!  You can order it
on alibaba, and likely other places soon.

     Below is a screenshot showing the FM broadcast band on the tinySA, showing both the normal 
spectrum analyzer and the waterfall displays.


